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Spring has sprung at Orton Farmers’ Market
The April Farmers’ Market at Orton (Saturday 10 April) will celebrate seasonal Spring produce with some of the best local food producers in the region but it will also be a sad occasion for many people as one of the market’s great characters and a regular stallholder will not be there.
Leanne Duerden, Market Manager, explains: “Sue Forrester, known to many Orton visitors and Cumbrian food enthusiasts as “the butter lady”, died suddenly a couple of weeks ago.  Orton Farmers’ Market is going to be very strange without Sue’s humour and smile in April and I know that lots of people will also miss her produce – she started out as the only person in Cumbria making butter several years ago and her Cream of Cumbria business thrived.  We will all miss her very much.”
Easter baking

Dianne Halliday of Country Fare, another market regular, will be demonstrating Easter baking recipes at the April Market and involving younger visitors in her sessions.
“Dianne did baking demonstrations last year and they proved very popular with everyone who took part as well as with everyone who tried the results,” says Leanne.  “We’re also hoping that the weather takes a turn for the better in time for the market and gives us some spring sunshine to go with the Orton daffodils.”

Orton Farmers’ Market opens at 9.30am and runs until 2pm on Saturday 10 April.  Refreshments are available throughout the day in the Market Hall, at All Saints’ Church and also at Kennedy’s Chocolates café and The George Hotel. 
ENDS

Caption: Sue Forrester’s Cream of Cumbria stall was a favourite with Orton shoppers over the years and she will be much missed.
Orton Farmers’ Limited was set up as a community enterprise company and has been operating as an accredited monthly Farmers’ Market in Orton since 2001, winning the National Farmers’ Market of the Year Award in 2005.  The Market happens on the second Saturday of every month and can include up to 40 different stallholders, all of them coming from within a 50 mile radius of Orton and many of them from the immediate community, including local farmers.  See www.ortonfarmers.co.uk for details.
PLEASE NOTE: The May 2010 Market will be the 100th – please get in touch if you would like further details or story ideas.
For further information on Orton Farmers’ Market, please contact:
· Leanne Duerden –  07959 335598

· Sally Seed, Stoneleigh Communications, Orton - 01539 624732

