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Sizzling sausages, jamming with the band and taking flight in August
Visitors to Saturday’s Orton Farmers’ Market sampled the best of local sausage in the annual Sizzle competition, accompanied by live music from the Kirkby Stephen Grammar School jam band.
After all the sausages were tasted and the votes cast – about 120 votes in all for nine different varieties of sausage – the clear winner of the Sausage Sizzle was David Knipe’s chicken sausage with John Noble’s Stoneyhead pork sausage in second and a guest entry, Hazel McAleese’s hot and spicy pork sausage in third place.
“We try to have a regular Sausage Sizzle on the Market,” said Market Coordinator, Leanne Duerden, “as there are some wonderful varieties on offer and the stallholders enjoy the competition too.  We had more entries than ever this year, including Hazel’s as a guest entry.  The McAleese’s have recently taken over The George in Orton and Hazel uses local pork to make her own sausages.  With the Market’s reputation for the best of local food and drink, it is great to have the pub serving local too.”

One of the more unusual stalls on Saturday was taking donations for church and Market funds in return for helicopter rides over the August Market.  For a £25 donation, visitors will be able to see the village and the surrounding countryside from the skies in a helicopter ride, piloted by local businessman, David Coplowe.
“David did something similar at the church fete a couple of years ago and it proved really successful as a fundraiser,” said Reverend Beverley Lock who is based in Orton.  “We already have about 20 rides allocated for August and anyone wanting to make a donation and reserve a place in the next few weeks can do so by calling David Aspden on 015396 24013.”

The next Orton Farmers’ Market, complete with helicopter rides, will be on 13 August and it opens at 9.30am until about 2pm.  There are refreshments available in the Market Hall, at Kennedy’s Chocolates, at the regular coffee morning in Church and at The George.  The next sister market at Pooley Bridge will be on Sunday 31 July.
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Caption:  David Knipe (centre) won the Sausage Sizzle at Orton’s July Farmers’ Market with John Noble of Stoneyhead Farm (right) in second place  and Hazel McAleese (left) of The George in third.  Shown here with Market Co-ordinator, Leanne Duerden.

Orton Farmers’ Limited was set up as a community enterprise company and has been operating as an accredited monthly Farmers’ Market in Orton since 2001, winning the National Farmers’ Market of the Year Award in 2005.  The Market happens on the second Saturday of every month and can include up to 40 different stallholders, all of them coming from within a 50 mile radius of Orton and many of them from the immediate community, including local farmers.

For further information on Orton Farmers’ Market, please contact:

· Leanne Duerden, Market Coordinator –  07959 335598

· Sally Seed, Stoneleigh Communications, Orton - 01539 624732

