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Guest appearance from Saddleworth Cheese
Orton Farmers’ Market welcomed a familiar face on Saturday when ex-Coronation Street actor, Sean Wilson (Martin Platt), came to Orton to talk about his new venture, The Saddleworth Cheese Company.

“One of our regular cheesemakers, Bob Kitching from Leagram Organic Dairy, was booked to give a demonstration this weekend but then couldn’t stay as he had to go to a funeral,” explained Leanne Duerden, Market Manager.  “When he said he’d ask a friend to come along and do something instead, I didn’t quite expect to have such a celebrity cheesemaker!”

“Bob has been my mentor on creating the cheeses,” said Sean.  “I first met him when I interviewed him for BBC Radio Lancashire and he’s been a huge help over the past two years while I’ve been working on the idea for the business and then developing the four Saddleworth cheese varieties.”

The four varieties are all named using Lancashire dialect phrases – the Lancashire crumbly called Muldoon’s Picnic, a creamy called Shanks’ Pony, a tasty called How’s Yer Father and a soft blue called Smelly Apath

“Orton was my first Farmers’ Market as a trader rather than a shopper,” said Sean, “and everyone made me and my son, Callum, very welcome.  I even managed to sell a fair bit of cheese as we brought along a couple of the Lancashire crumbly cheeses for people to try and sold out.”

Sean is now working on getting the Saddleworth cheeses into retailers across the northwest.  “There is quite a bit of interest and I’ve already organised stock with Churchmouse Cheeses at Kirkby Lonsdale and J & J Graham in Penrith,” he said.  “The cheesemaking is proving to be a very different life to that of a soap star but it is definitely a change for the better – I’m loving it!”

The next Orton Farmers’ Market will be on Saturday 8 August and it opens at 9.30am and runs until 2.30pm.  Refreshments are available throughout the day in the Market Hall, up at the Church and also at Kennedy’s chocolates café and The George Hotel.  
Pooley Bridge Farmers’ Market, featuring many of the Orton regular stallholders, takes place on the last Sunday of the month, from 10.00am to 2.30pm with the next market on Sunday 26 July.
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Caption: Sean Wilson with Bob Kitching of Leagram Organic Dairy and Leanne Duerden, Orton Farmers’ Market Manager.
Sean is about to launch his website at www.saddleworthcheese.co.uk.

Orton Farmers’ Limited was set up as a community enterprise company and has been operating as an accredited monthly Farmers’ Market in Orton since 2001, winning the National Farmers’ Market of the Year Award in 2005.  The Market happens on the second Saturday of every month and can include up to 40 different stallholders, all of them coming from within a 50 mile radius of Orton and many of them from the immediate community, including local farmers.

For further information on Orton and Pooley Bridge Farmers’ Markets, please contact:
· Leanne Duerden, Mellow Meadow –  07959 335598
· Sally Seed, Stoneleigh Communications, Orton - 01539 624732

