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Spinning a yarn at Orton
Visitors to June’s Orton Farmers’ Market will be able to make a day of it with an afternoon trip down the road to Greenholme Show, one of the highlights of the Rough Fell Sheep calendar.

“We are using the June Market as an opportunity to celebrate sheep, wool and, of course, lamb,” said Market Coordinator, Leanne Duerden.  “Local Rough Fell lamb is a favourite for regular shoppers and Jean Wildish of Tinker Tailors has been selling her hand spun yarns, woollen goods and unusual notions on the market for a couple of years now.”
During the market, Jean and friends from the Wool Clip co-operative and Eden Valley Guild of Spinners, Weavers and Dyers will be demonstrating wool spinning as well as other stages from fleece to garment, including carding and knitting.

“People seem to find spinning interesting and also relaxing to watch,” said Jean.  “They are often keen to feel the different textures and stages of the wool process for themselves and find out more too.  With Greenholme Show as well, it should be a fascinating day for visitors to make the connection from the sheep on the fells to the produce on the market.”

Orton Farmers’ Market opens at 9.30am and runs until 2pm on Saturday 11 June.  Refreshments are available throughout the day in the Market Hall, up at the Church and also at Kennedy’s Chocolates café and the newly refurbished George Hotel.  
If visitors are looking for a whole day out then the traditional local show at Greenholme, just a couple of miles from Orton, will open at 1.30pm on the same afternoon and will feature children’s sports, sheep exhibits, vintage tractors and local crafts and baking.
Pooley Bridge Farmers’ Market, featuring many of the Orton regular stallholders, takes place on the last Sunday of the month, from 10am to 2.30pm with the next market on Sunday 26 June.
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Captions: Jean Wildish of Tinker Tailors will be spinning wool at Orton Farmers’ Market in June and talking to visitors about her wool, wheel and yarns.
Jean Wildish has her own website at www.tinkertailors.co.uk and she is also a member of The Wool Clip, www.woolclip.com. 
Orton Farmers’ Limited was set up as a community enterprise company and has been operating as an accredited monthly Farmers’ Market in Orton since 2001, winning the National Farmers’ Market of the Year Award in 2005.  The Market happens on the second Saturday of every month and can include up to 40 different stallholders, all of them coming from within a 50 mile radius of Orton and many of them from the immediate community, including local farmers.

For further information on Orton Farmers’ Market, please contact:

· Leanne Duerden, Market Coordinator –  07959 335598

· Sally Seed, Stoneleigh Communications, Orton - 01539 624732

