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Successful inspection reinforces Orton as a true Farmers’ Market
A successful inspection by a representative of FARMA (National Farmers' Retail & Markets Association) on 12 February has reinforced the reputation of Orton Farmers’ Market as an excellent place to buy the best of locally produced food and drink.

“We just received the inspector’s report,” says Leanne Duerden, Market Coordinator, “and we’ve met all their core market rules and requirements as well as all nine of FARMA’s Good Practice Criteria.  They look at things like evidence of local ingredients, the involvement of stallholders in running the Market and the 50 mile limit on all our producers – no one is further away from Orton than that and most are much, much nearer.”

There were just two non-compliances during the inspection and both of these were immediately rectified and an action report sent to FARMA for its records.  Overall, the inspector commented that Orton Farmers’ Market “had a lovely atmosphere and a good range of stalls.”
“We’re one of very few FARMA-approved markets in the north west of England,” says Leanne, “and it is actually quite useful to have that annual inspection and approval as a regular reminder of what makes farmers’ markets special.  Our customers and visitors at Orton can be confident that they’re buying the best of local produce at a community-based farmers’ market.”

The next Orton Farmers’ Market will open at 9.00am and run until 2pm on Saturday 9 April.  There will be biscuit decorating demonstrations and a chance to have a go as well as refreshments available throughout the day in the Market Hall, at All Saints’ Church and also at the café at Kennedy’s Chocolates. 
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Caption: Leanne Duerden is the Market Co-ordinator for Orton Farmers’ Market, one of very few FARMA approved markets in the region.  Shown here with regular stallholder, Beatrice Bainbridge of Busy Bea’s Baking at the celebrations of Orton’s 100th market in 2010.
Orton Farmers’ Limited was set up as a community enterprise company and has been operating as an accredited monthly Farmers’ Market in Orton since 2001, winning the National Farmers’ Market of the Year Award in 2005.  The Market happens on the second Saturday of every month and can include up to 40 different stallholders, all of them coming from within a 50 mile radius of Orton and many of them from the immediate community, including local farmers.  See www.ortonfarmers.co.uk for details.
Further information about FARMA and its accreditation scheme is online at 
www.farma.org.uk. 
For further information on Orton Farmers’ Market, please contact:
· Leanne Duerden, Mellow Meadow –  07959 335598

· Sally Seed, Stoneleigh Communications, Orton - 01539 624732
